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V I G O R ' S  I N T E R D O M I N A T I O N A L

Firstly, you must remove all physical traces of the 
boat's old name. Do not place the new name 
anywhere on the boat before the denaming 
ceremony is carried out. That's just tempting fate.

How you conduct the ceremony depends entire-
ly on you. If you're the theatrical type, you can 
read it with flair on the foredeck. But if you find 
this whole business faintly silly and embarrassing, 
you can skulk down below and mumble it on 
your own. That's perfectly okay. The main thing is 
that you carry it out - the words must be spoken.

The last part of the ceremony, the libation, must 
be performed at the bow, just as it is in a naming 
ceremony. There are two things to watch out for 
here. Don't use cheap-cheap champagne, and 
don't try to keep any for yourself. Buy a second 
bottle if you want some. Use a brew that's 
reasonably expensive, based on your ability to 
pay, and pour the whole lot on the boat. One of 
the things the gods of the sea despise most is 
meanness, so don't try to do this bit on the 
cheap.

You may be wondering what sort of time period 
should elapse between this denaming ceremony 
and a new naming ceremony. There's no fixed 
time - you can do the renaming right after the 
denaming if you want.

Vigor's Ceremony

"In the name of all who have sailed aboard this 
ship in the past, and in the name of all who may 
sail aboard her in the future, we invoke the 
ancient gods of the wind and the sea to favor us 
with their blessing today.

"Mighty Neptune, king of all that moves in or on 
he waves; and mighty Aeolus (pronounced EE-

toh-lus), guardian of the winds and all that blows 
before them:

"We offer you our thanks for the protection you 
have afforded this vessel in the past. We voice our 
gratitude that she has always found shelter from 
tempest and storm and enjoyed safe passage to 
port. Now, wherefore, we submit this supplication, 
that the name whereby this vessel has hitherto 
been known (_____), be struck and removed from 
your records."

"Further, we ask that when she is again presented 
for blessing with another name, she shall be 
recognized and shall be accorded once again 
the selfsame privileges she previously enjoyed.

"In return for which, we rededicate this vessel to 
your domain in full knowledge that she shall be 
subject as always to the immutable laws of the 
gods of the wind and the sea. In consequence 
whereof, and in good faith, we seal this pact with 
a libation offered according to the hallowed ritual 
of the sea."

Christening Ceremony

After a boat is denamed, you simply need to 
rename it using the traditional christening cere-
mony, preferably with Queen Elizabeth breaking 
a bottle of champagne on the bow, and saying 
the words: "I name this ship ___________ and may 
she bring fair winds and good fortune to all who 
sail on her."

Afterwards

Now you can pop the cork, shake the bottle and 
spray the whole of the contents on the bow. 
When that's done, you can quietly go below and 
enjoy the other bottle yourself.


